
WEEDS 
 
Weeds are described as plants growing 
where they are not wanted. They can disrupt 
the appearance and use of lawns, 
recreational areas, and other turfs. In 
addition, they compete with desired 
turfgrasses for space, water, nutrients, and 
light. Turf weeds may be grasses, grass-like 
plants (rushes or sedges), or broadleaf plants 
with annual, biennial, and/or perennial life 
cycles. 
 
Turf professionals should become familiar 
with weed characteristics, growth habits, and 
life cycles. These factors play an important role in weed identification and control. A weed management 
program is based upon identifying the desired turfgrasses and existing weeds, including knowledge of 
other weeds that may potentially germinate. However, an effective program begins with a vigorous turf; 
one that has been correctly fertilized, watered, and mowed. Weeds can quickly invade thin turf. Cultural 
and management practices that enhance turfgrass growth generally reduce weed competition and 
encroachment. When selecting a herbicide, consider the weeds present, those that will potentially 
germinate, and the tolerance of the turfgrass. 

 
GROWTH HABITS 
 
Weeds are classified as summer annuals, winter annuals, biennials, and perennials. Annuals complete 
their life cycles in one season by flowering, maturing seed, and dying. Summer annuals germinate from 
late March through July, depending on the location. They flower in the summer and die in the fall. Winter 
annuals germinate in the fall and early winter and usually die with warm weather in the spring or summer; 
however, they may continue to grow into early summer in cool seasons. Biennial weeds have a two-year 
life cycle. They create vegetative structures (leaves, stems, and roots) during the first year, and 
reproductive structures (flowers and seeds) the second. Perennials live more than two years and may 
produce seed each season. 

 
WEED IDENTIFICATION 
 
The first step in the identification process is to decide whether the plant is a broadleaf, rush, sedge, or 
grass. Both rushes and sedges are similar to grasses in several respects, so first make sure that the plant 
you are attempting to identify is indeed a grass. This can be determined by stem and leaf shape, and type 
of root system. The following summarizes the characteristics of each family:  
 
Rush Family [Juncaceae] 
 

Leaves are arranged in groups of three, are either alternate or 
basal, parallel veined, and are much longer than they are wide. 
Leaves are usually round and wiry. Auricles tend to be absent. 
Ligules are very small or absent. Rushes have round, solid stems, 
not hollow (like those of grasses). Rushes are upright plants with 
fibrous roots. Rush flowers are solitary and arranged in heads, 
making them distinctly different from both grasses and sedges. 
Rushes are considered semi-aquatic, and like sedges, will be 
found where there is an abundance of water. Rushes, more so 
than sedges, prefer year-round wetland conditions. Cattails are 

among the most recognized rushes common to wetland areas. 


