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Title suggest that this is our future!



Two Grasses Under Various Stress 

Levels



Texas A&M Drought Study



28 days no water

46 days no water

39 days no water

28 days into recovery



The SAWS Drought Study in 2006 evaluated 25 grass varieties on 

a 4-inch soil depth and a native, unrestricted soil depth. No grasses 

survived the 60-day drought from late July to late September on the 

restricted 4-inch soil depth. All 25 grasses survived the drought on 

the native soil depth (18+ inches). SAWS chose to favor grasses 

that recovered to what they considered an "acceptable" ground 

cover after 60 days of irrigation following the drought. ñ San 

Antonio has used the data to provide a list of varieties of the 

various grass species (buffalograss, bermudagrass, zoysiagrass and 

St. Augustinegrass) to satisfy the their ordinance for new home 

construction. The list can be amended in the future as the merits of 

other grasses for drought tolerance are evaluated. 



San Antonio, TX now requires one of the 

following grasses be planted > Jan 1, 2007

ÅBermudagrass

Celebration, Common, GN1, Grimes EXP, 

Tex Turf, TifSport, Tifway 419

ÅBuffalograss ïany cultivar

ÅSt. Augustinegrass

Floratam

ÅZoysiagrass

El Toro, Empire, Jamur, Palisades

http://www.saws.org/conservation/Ordinance/TurfGrass/index.shtml



Regions of Adaptation

6A  6B

7A
7B

8A



Landscape Grasses

ÅTall fescue 

ÅTall fescue + bluegrass

ÅZoysiagrass

ÅBermudagrass 

ÅCentipedegrass

ÅSt. Augustinegrass

ÅCrabgrass or whatever grows



Choose Best Turf for Site ïNot Best 

Turf for Drought

ÅDrought tolerance?

ÅSun or Shade?

ÅSoil pH?

ÅSoil compaction?

ÅDisease susceptibility?

ÅLevel of maintenance?

ÅPremium quality?




